
 Discussion Starters 
•  What are your thoughts or reactions to this talk?
•  How do you feel about a book (The Book of Deeds) filled with everything you have ever done, thought, or said?
•  What did you think of the story called ‘the Room’?
•  Do you think the punishment of hell is too extreme? Why or why not?
•  Jim mentioned that God’s wrath flows from his justice and fits with our God given sense of justice. What are your thoughts about that?
•  What did you think about the Bible’s teaching on heaven?
•  Do you think you can know for certain that your name is in the Book of Life?  Why or why not?

How Could God Send People to Hell?
Revelation 20:11–15
Some Common Objections to Hell:

Some Common Myths About Heaven: (Randy Alcorn)

1. I haven’t really done anything that bad.

•   “Most of the time, our running away from God has not taken an ‘active’ form – like being Adolph Hitler,
       or murder, or being the school bully. Rather, it mostly takes a ‘passive’ form: gossip, greed, hypocrisy, 
       racism, anger, deceit, lust, insensitivity, stubbornness, being uncooperative, manipulation, lies, pride, envy,  
       and so on. The list is endless. Our sin might be sophisticated and respectable, but it makes us guilty just 
       the same. Our lives are riddled with idolatry as we pursue the created things rather than the Creator 
       himself, and this is an offence in the sight of God that is punishable by death and hell.”1  – Kim Hawtrey

2. The punishment is too great.
•   “I’ve always said, you know, that I don’t respect people who don’t proselytize (share their faith). I don’t  

            respect that at all. If you believe that there’s a heaven and hell, and people could be going to hell, or not
            getting eternal life or whatever, and you think that, well, it’s not really worth telling them this because it
            would make society awkward. How much do you have to hate somebody to not proselytize? How much do 
            you have to hate somebody to believe that everlasting life is possible and not tell them that? I mean, if I 
            believed beyond a shadow of a doubt that a truck was coming at you, and you didn’t believe it, and that truck 
            was bearing down on you, there is a certain point where I tackle you. And this is more important than that.”2    
                        – Penn Jillette

3. Jesus is about love, not hell.

1. We’ll be so different in heaven.

2. Heaven is just a state of mind.
•   “To our minds this present existence is solid and real, whereas our coming existence seems shadowy and 
       insubstantial. Paul teaches us that the reverse is true. The life which is to come is strong, permanent and 
       real; the present life is lived among the shadows.”3 – Randy Alcorn

•   “Soon you will read in the newspaper that I am dead. Don’t believe it for a moment. I will be more alive than
       ever before.”4 – D.L. Moody

3. Heaven is boring.
•   “You can’t exhaust heaven- you can only go in deeper to discover more and more and delight more and more
        in what you discover. On earth, when we find what we’ve been looking for our delight often diminishes. In
        heaven it’s the opposite. Delight keeps increasing- no wonder, since unlike anything on earth, what’s in   
        heaven is what we were actually looking for all along.”5 – Randy Alcorn 

Book Recommendation
•   In Light of Eternity, Randy Alcorn

TALK 4


